
                                                                                                                     

                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

                
           
                                                     

                        
                                                                                                                 

 

          Impressions    
  

All good things must come to an end. By 

now you probably know that I have been 

appointed to be the pastor of First United 

Methodist Church in Oshkosh, effective at 

the end of June. Your new pastor has also 

been named: he is Kerry Wilson. I know 

Kerry. He is a very fine pastor and 

speaker. He is organized. He cares. He 

loves God with a loyal heart. I trust that 

you are in for a fine ride.  
 

If you treat him as well as you have treated 

me ï Ralph Germain has already promised 

to treat him better ï he will flourish and 

you will flourish thanks to his ministry.  
 

It will be hard for me to leave. You have 

taught me a lot in the time I have been 

here. I have watched God do some pretty 

amazing things in your lives. God asks us 

to seek justice, love mercy, and walk 

humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). In the 

name of our Savior, we have done a fair 

bit of that together.  
 

Trinity is a strong church with many 

people who care about it as a place where 

God makes himself real. They put their 

heart and soul into seeing Godôs work 

flourish. Once in a while it may seem that 

the devil wants to see the church unravel ï 

Iôm sure he does. But, as Jesus promised, 

ñthe gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it.ò 
 

How are pastors chosen and appointed in 

the United Methodist connection? If and 

only if a pastor lets it be known that he or 

she is open to a move, is it likely that a 

move will take place. The goal is to keep 

pastors where they are so long as the trend 

line is positive. Still, there are reasons why 

a pastor or a congregation may ask for a 

change in leadership. 
 

I let it be known that I was open to move, 

so that Paola, who pastors a new church 

start located off the first Appleton exit, 

would not have so far to go. The move will 

allow us to be more united as a family. It 

will allow her church, which is growing 

very nicely, to get a bigger piece out of 

her. It will allow First Church in Oshkosh, 

which has had more than its fair share of 

trials and tribulations of late, to get a fresh 

start under new leadership.  
 

Semi-serious reasons why I like the United 

Methodist system of appointment: (1) If 

things donôt work out, there is always the 
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bishop to blame. (2) Congregations in 

other setups spend years interviewing 

candidates, only to get a dud anyway. (3) 

The best pastors do not necessarily shine 

in a beauty contest, which is what a 

selection process in which everyone puts 

their best foot forward often turns out to 

be. 
 

In the United Methodist system, itôs 

possible for either the pastor or the 

congregation to reject an appointment. But 

itôs rarely done, because the system is 

based on trust. Trust goes a long way 

among people of good will. What can go 

wrong still goes wrong, but we donôt make 

things better by adding suspicion into the 

mix. 
 

A working match between a congregation 

and a pastor is like a working marriage. It 

is not so much about being cut out for each 

other. It is a choice, first and foremost, to 

hold the other in honor, to speak and act 

with the best interests of the other at heart.  
 

Itôs a dance if you wish. So what if I step 

on your toes once in a while, and you step 

on mine. So long as you let me put my 

arms around you now and then, and spin 

you around; so long as I let you do the 

same, it will be all right. Iôve enjoyed 

dancing with you these past five years. 

And I plan to keep on dancing until the 

end of June. 
 

 ~ Pastor John Hobbins 

 

 
 

Join us in welcoming Pastor Kerry on     

July 4
th
.   A ñMeet & Greetò will be 

held after services on Sundays, July 4
th
 

and July 11
th
.  

 

Communion for the month of July will 

be given Sunday, July 11
th
. 

 

 
 

Letôs turn a sad day into a fun one!  Pastor 

Johnôs last day will be Sunday, June 27th and 

we are planning a party!  If you would like 

to contribute your time, energy, funds and/or 

talents, please contact Karyn Michels at 

(920) 979-3956 for details. 

 

 

 

 
 

As a going away gift for Pastor John, we 

would like to make him a Scrapbook.  If you 

have any photos such as wedding, baptism, 

confirmation, church photos, etc. that you 

would like to submit, please give them to 

Sarah Kretschmer by April 1st.  Also if 

anyone would like to give him well wishes, 

handwritten or typed, please submit those by 

April 1st also.  If you have any questions, 

call Sarah at (920) 579-2606.  Monetary 

donations would be appreciated to cover all 

supplies, as it will be a gift from the entire 

congregation.  Thanks for your help! 

 

 

Scrapbook for 

Pastor John 



Staff Parish Relations Committee 

Update: 
 

Dear Members/Friends of Trinity United 

Methodist Church, 
 

As most of you know, and as John has 

explained, the Methodist Church follows an 

appointment process. Annually, the Council 

of Bishops, Cabinet, and District 

Superintendent reflect on pastorsô spiritual 

gifts and professional experiences to thereby 

determine where they are most needed. The 

Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is 

basically an advisory committeeénot a 

selection committee. However, it has been a 

busy month and the process has moved 

quickly. Initially, we met with District Supt. 

Gordon Lind, to discuss and share 

information about the life of our churché 

its people and needs. On Tuesday night 

(2/23), the SPRC had the privilege of being 

introduced to our newly appointed Pastor, 

Kerry Wilson (56) and his wife Sue (55). 

We spent 5 hours together sharing church 

goals and visions, and are pleased to inform 

you that we feel it will be a good 

appointment. 
 

First of all, Kerry wants you all to know that 

he and Sue are Packer fans. Kerry especially 

enjoys discussions about the 1960ôs teams of 

Lombardi. They also enjoy downhill and 

cross country skiing. He is excited to return 

to a small town where he can really get to 

know the people of the community, attend 

sports events, concerts, and theatre. He is 

excited to buy a Dodge County map and to 

acquaint himself with the area. He plays 

trumpet and often joins in on the hymns. 
 

Kerry grew up in Crandon, Wisconsin and 

graduated from UW-Stevens Point with a 

Major in Psychology and a Minor in Math. 

His Masters of Divinity degree is from 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 

Deerfield, Illinois. Since 1980, he has served 

at the following United Methodist Churches: 

Turtle Lake, Honey Creek and Denzer (rural 

Prairie du Sac), Marshfield (15 years) and is 

presently at Fountain Park United Methodist 

Church, Sheboygan where he will complete 

his 7th year. While in Marshfield, Kerry 

volunteered as a Chaplain for the Marshfield 

Police Department and for the last 3 years, 

he has been a Chaplain in the Civil Air 

Patrol and has participated in 2 disaster 

relief missions. He and Sue have been 

married 33 years and have 3 married 

children and one grandson. Sue is originally 

from Hayward and has done private duty 

nursing as an LPN, and just recently 

received her RN license. Presently, she 

teaches hands-on science to children in an 

after-school program. Sue enjoys singing 

and has been involved in various capacities 

of the church. 
 

Pastor Kerry and Sue are excited to minister 

to this congregation and join our church 

family. 
 

It was exactly 5 years ago, that we were 

announcing Pastor Johnôs appointment to 

Lomira. The cycle continues, and once 

again, there will be feelings of anticipation 

and curiosity of the new and unknown, as 

well as feelings of sadness as the Hobbins 

family leaves. However, we need to 

continue to offer support and pray for both 

families as they face new challenges and 

opportunitieséand trust God. 
 

 Our committee has already started working 

closely with Kerry so as to facilitate a 

smooth transition. The one constant in this 

transition is the body of this churchéall of 

us continuing in leadership and in ministry 

together as we prepare for a new chapter in 

the life of this church. Our memories and 

friendships that have been established will 

remain and flourishéwith God at our side. 

Thank you. 
 

SPRC Members 

Mary Muehlius, co-chair               

Glenn Eichstedt, co-chair 

Tammy Steers, Jackie Scharfenberg, Ralph 

Germain, Sam Hayes, Karyn Michels 



TRINITY NEWS 
 

80+ BIRTHDAY  Club  

Happy Birthday to the following who 

celebrate March birthdays: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Prayer concerns 

beginning the month of 

March: 

 
Sharie Stuebs, Merlene 

Hayes, Dr. Lee & Kay Friedrich, Darlene 

Westphal, Faith Beck, Damon Kavonius, 

Dennis Stucke (Judy Stuckeôs son), Renee 

Wondra and Family, Mary Jane Serwe, 

Diane Watkins (Gary Jesseôs mother), 

Butch Steers (Kevin Steersô uncle), Dana 

Possin (friend of Gary Jesse), Troy 

Wondra, Bonnie Krizan (Bill Buskeôs 

sister), Jim Smith (brother-in-law of a co-

worker of Betty Menzer), Tim Jandre 

(Bruce & Deb Bintzlerôs son-in-law), 

Bonnie Zimmer (friend of Meatball & 

Jackie Zimmerman), Susan Bhend (Cindy 

Hodnyôs sister-in-law), Thomas Buffin 

(Glenn Eichstedtôs brother-in-law), Vicki 

Engels (Kaye Lindbergôs sister), Charlie 

Bast (son-in-law of Nancy Andrews), our 

members and friends in nursing homes, 

and to all who serve in the military.  
 
 

 
 

To Our Trinity Church Family, 

Our sincere thanks to Pastor John for his 

prayers and support for our family and visits 

to mom at Hope.  Thanks to the Trinity 

Women who prepared and served the 

delicious meal. Thanks to Mom's Trinity 

Church Family for their prayers, support, and 

expressions of sympathy. 

God's Blessings to all of you. 

~ The Family of Marjorie Marquart 

 

A very special thank you goes to the 

anonymous donor who gave a generous check 

to go toward medical fees for Damon 

Kavoniusô upcoming surgery.  God Bless You! 

~ The Family of Damon Kavonius 

 

A special ñthank youò to everyone in the Trinity 

family who voiced congratulations, sent cards, 

or called me on my 96
th
 birthday.  They were 

greatly appreciated and made the day more 

special.  God bless you all! 

~ Mae Seefeld 

 

Thank you for all of your prayers for my 

sister, Sandi Weiland, during her open heart 

surgery and recuperation.  She is doing well 

and getting stronger every day.   

~ Fran Coulter 

 

I want to extend my thanks to all our church 

family who sent cards and offered words of 

comfort for the loss of my mother, Edna 

Brown.  Your kind expressions of sympathy 

are deeply appreciated and will always be 

remembered. 

~ Lois Jewson 

 
 
 

 

Menôs Fellowship 
 

 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, March 9th 

at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  Coffee 

and snacks will be provided.   
 

 

  March   9   Thelma Grantman 

    March 15  Leon Brasch 

     March 19   Elaine Muehlius 

    March 21  Dr. Lee Friedrich 

  



 
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday ~ 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 17 
 

Thursday Services 7:00ï7:45 p.m. 
 

February 25 ñCreationò 
 

March 4 ñThe Ten  

 Commandmentsò 
 

March 11 ñJesus Christò 
 

March 18 ñThe Trinityò 
 

March 25 ñHoly Baptismò 
 

Sunday, Palm Sunday ~  

March 28 7:45 and 9:30 a.m. 
  

Thursday, ñHoly Communionò 

April 1  Maundy Thursday with  

 Communion at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, ñCross of Sufferingò ~  

April 2  Good Friday  at 1:00 p.m.  
 

  

 
 

Sunday, April 4  
 

Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. 

Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. 

Second Service at 9:30 a.m. 

  
 

Trinity Sr. High  

Youth Group Dance 
 

Friday, March 5th  

9:00-12:00 p.m.  

in Fellowship Hall 

$5 Admission 
 

* Dylan Bloch as DJ *  
 

    Bring your AFS student for free!     

    Refreshments and snacks will be  

    provided.  See you there! 
 

 

                     College Scholarships    

                  Available 
 

 
 

Senior Scholarship Applications for anyone 
who is entering their freshman year of 
college in the Fall of 2010 were mailed out, 
if you did not receive one please call 
Tammy at 960-4285 and I will get one for 
you.  They are due April 15

th
. 

 

 

 

 

A Night of Music 
 

Trinity Youth are invited to 

share their musical talent for ñA 

Night of Musicò on Sunday evening, March 

28th at 7:00 p.m.  Any students who have 

participated in Solo & Ensemble 

performances at their respective schools and 

would like to sing or play their instruments 

are asked to contact Lois Jewson at 921-6432 

or Lois Towne at 922-6089 so we can set up a 

program.  United Methodist Women are 

hosting this event.  We would really enjoy 

hearing you play and sing! 



 
World Day of 

Prayer  
 
World Day of Prayer is a 

worldwide ecumenical 

movement of women of many faith traditions 

who come together to observe a common day 

of prayer each year on the first Friday in 

March.  Each year a different country serves 

as the writer of the WDP worship service. 
 

On Friday, March 5, 2010 the women of 

Cameroon invite us to the country described 

as ñAfrica in Miniatureò because of its many 

plants and animals unique to the African 

continent.  The women of Cameroon 

encourage us to boldly go forth in our worship 

through song and spirit and ñLet everything 

that has breath praise God.ò  They remind us 

that with every breath we renew the gift of 

life, and for this we praise God. 
 

March 5
th

 at 1:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

1225 4
th

 Street 

Fond du Lac, WI 

 

  

                        43
rd

 ANNUAL  

                          PANCAKE  

                        BREAKFAST  
 

 

     

    Sunday, March 14
th
  

       Serving from:   

       8 AM ï 1 PM 

    Lomira American  

         Legion Hall 
 

    Adults:  $6.00 ï Door 

                               $5.50 ï In Advance 

     Ages 5-10:  $3.00 ï Door 

 $2.50 ï In Advance 

     Children under 5: Free  
 

 

 

 

 

One Great 

Hour of Sharing ï 

March 14
th
  

 

Join United Methodists everywhere by 

participating in this special offering that 

supports UMCORôs vital work. Your gifts to 

One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foundation 

for the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) to seek justice and mercy for 

suffering people everywhere - people who are 

affected by storms or war, disaster or disease. 
 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering 

provides essential support to UMCOR. 

Without this offering so much of what 

UMCOR does to bring hope and healing to the 

world could not happen. 
 

Please give to One Great Hour of Sharing.  

Giving envelopes will be provided in your 

bulletins and in the pew racks on March 14
th
. 

 

 
 

 

Blood Drive ï 

March 15
th
  

 

Help the American Red 

Cross prepare for the 

needs of patients by donating blood during 

March ï Red Cross Month.  Each year, the 

Red Cross collects about six million pints of 

blood ï about half the blood needed in the 

United States. 
 

Please join us in our mission to maintain a 

safe and stable blood supply by making your 

appointment to donate blood today.  To find 

out where you can donate, visit 

www.givelife.org or call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE 

(1-800-448-3543). 
 

Upcoming Blood Donation Opportunity 

Lomira Community Blood Drive 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

Monday, March 15, 2010 

Noon to 6 p.m. 

https://donate.gcfa.org/fund/oghs
http://www.givelife.org/


 

Easter Breakfast 
 

Sunday, April 4th  
After 7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 

 

Menu ~  Scrambled eggs, coffee cakes,   
              sausage, potatoes, applesauce, 
               milk, juice and coffee.   
 

Tickets:   Adults  $6 
               Ages 6-11  $3 
              Age 5 and under will be free.   
 

Tickets will be sold after the worship 
services in the Fellowship Hall. 

Advanced sales would be appreciated.  
 

Donations of coffee cakes are needed. 
 

 

Happy Easter! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Hey kids youôre invited to a FUN 

FIREHOUSE ADVENTURE at Vacation Bible 

School.  Youôll learn how to fight fires of evil 

and how to ñfireproofò yourself through Jesus 

Christ.  Friday, June 18
th
 and Saturday, June 

19
th
.  Mark Your Calendars!!  More 

information to come. 
 

               

Gwenõs  
Pen 

 
ñGet down lower, 

Junie,ò her mother suggested.  Six-year-old 

Junie, who had been on all fours in the living 

room, went flat on her stomach and waited.  

Her 20-month-old sister, Opie, had been 

trying to get a ñhorsyò ride, which Junie was 

glad to supply, but Opie just couldnôt get her 

leg up high enough to climb on.   

 

We were enjoying a great family gathering 

and of course the kids were providing the 

entertainment, as often happens when families 

get together.  We had been talking over them 

and idly watching the ñcenter ringò in front of 

us.  Repeatedly, Opie tried to climb up for a 

ride, but it was just too high.  Finally her 

mother offered the suggestion that Junie get 

down lower. 

 

Immediately Junie flattened herself on the 

carpet and little Opie climbed on from behind.  

Junie got up on her hands and knees and Opie 

slid right off the side.  But the gift had been 

offered, the service performed and we all went 

on to other things. 

 

I see a life lesson here.  Weôre reminded over 

and over to reach high, climb the mountain, 

and stand tall; all great advice.  But more 

often than we realize, we canôt grow toward 

our best and highest selves unless we first ñget 

down lowerò off of our high horse to serve 

someone or somewhere without regard for our 

own comfort. Itôs then we  remember that we 

are all one; that who we are and what we do 

touches the lives of those  way beyond our 

own small circle just as their lives touch us. 

 

And we find that in lowering ourselves to help 

someone else, we, ourselves, have been lifted 

up. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Book Title:  ñCaring for Mother é A  

 Daughterôs Long Goodbyeò 

Author: Virginia Stem Owens 

Category: Nurturing for Community 2010  

  

For those of you who are just starting down 

the path of caregiving, you might be 

overwhelmed by reading this book.  Others 

may find comfort in seeing their own 

experiences reflected here.  C. S. Lewis is 

reported to have said that we read in order to 

know weôre not alone.  This book may help 

those who foresee becoming a caregiver.   

 

The author gives a clear account of what 

dementia is all about and how it affects those 

who live beside it.  During the seven years 

Virginia Owens spent with her motherôs 

sickness, she said it felt as if she were trapped 

under the rubble of an earthquake.  She goes 

on to say her curiosity, humor and generous 

spirit slowly suffocated under the wreckage of 

her ruined brain.  She also said you should do 

what you can to comfort them and be there for 

them.  ñMy mother is broken and the medicine 

men, it appears, canôt fix her.ò  Yes, the author 

has a clever, almost humorous way with 

words as she describes those years caring for 

an elderly loved one. 

 

Everyone has heard nursing home horror 

stories.  The work is physically demanding 

and ranks about the level of garbage collectors 

in prestige.  Would we want to change places 

with them?  There comes a point in someoneôs 

life that a nursing home is a necessary place.  

Author Owens doesnôt like being praised for 

being a ñcaregiverò, but the job does take care. 

 

The author has written 16 books, including 

ñLooking for Jesusò and ñDaughterôs of Eveò, 

plus many articles and reviews.  She is a 

popular speaker and workshop leader. 

This book helps one understand that there is 

both grief and glory in lifeôs ending.  A parent, 

spouse and childôs need for help can happen 

overnight or gradually. 

 
 

Childrenôs Book Review 
 

ñThe Moon Shines Downò on children all over 

the world from right next door to across the 

sea, from where a Dutch boy dreams and 

cowbells ring to across the sea in the Far, Far 

East. 

 

Hey kids, you will enjoy this book because of 

its beautiful pictures and it tells all the things 

God blesses.  Find out if He blesses you. 

 

Youôve heard stories of men catching fish, but 

did you hear about the fish that caught a man?  

The manôs name was Jonah and he got himself 

in trouble by disobeying someone.  You will 

need to read the book to find out what God 

tells us to do when we donôt listen.  The book 

title is ñThe Story of Jonahò and you will find 

it in our church library. 

 
 

NOTICE!  ATTENTION!  NOTICE!  
 

The United Methodist Womenôs READING 

PROGRAM is open to All members of 

Trinity.  Our UMW will receive credit for 

2006-2010 books under the four different 

categories which are as follows:  Education 

for Mission, Nurturing for Community, Social 

Action, and Spiritual Growth.  Reading one 

book from each category, plus the Response 

and New World Outlook magazines is 

required.  Our UMW has received special 

recognition the past few years which helps to 

purchase almost two books each year.  The list 

of books we choose from raise concerns about 

people, countries and issues.  Wonôt you 

consider helping build our reading program?  

If you have any questions, just ask one of our 

UMW Members. 

 

 

 

Whatôs New in the 

Church Library? 
 

~ Lorraine Zastrow 
 



 

  Surround yourself  
  in the Glory of God  
 

Experience God's spirit  

through the beauty and  

wonder of creation. Come retreat from the 

hectic schedule of everyday life, in a place 

where you can gather for Christian 

nourishment and a challenge for spiritual 

growth.  
 

Join other Christian families at one of the 

many family camps and celebrate life, love, 

and community together in the glory of 

Godôs creation. 
 

Pick up a camping booklet on the table in 

the back hallway or call the United 

Methodist Camping Office at 1-877-947-

2267. Website: wiumcamps.org.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

     

 

Trinity Handbell 

News 
 

 
 

The bell choir did a wonderful job on 

Valentineôs Day.  Thank you, Cheryl for 

filling in.  
 

For March we will play "Kyrie" a 

meditative piece and our favorite Irish 

piece "Variations on an Old Irish Aire" in 

celebration of St. Patrick's Day. 
 

That's the news from the bell choir. 
 

Keep on ringing, 

Diana Jewson 

Trinity Bells Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinityôs 2010 Neighbor Need 

Mission Trip 

 
 Have you always  

 wanted to go on a  

 Mission Trip but couldnôt 

 commit to a whole week  

 away or could not sleep  

 away from home?   

 Then this is the Mission  

 Trip for YOU! 
 

 Trinityôs mission this year is right here in  

 our communityôs ñBack Yards.ò 
 

 Volunteers Needed: 

 

 Cook Staff -  Plan and prepare noon  

 and Clean Up  lunches.  Supply  

  worksites twice a day  

  with snacks and drinks. 
 

Yard Workers - Lawn mowers,   

  trimmers, weeders, etc.  
 

 General Help - Variety of skills or  

  willing to learn some  

  new ones. 

 

 Sign up now and weôll have a project to  

 fit you!  Information and sign-up meeting  

 to be held on Sunday, March 21
st
 from  

 8:45-9:15  a.m. (between church services). 
 

 

 
�´�:�K�D�W���W�K�H��caterpillar calls the end of 
the world, the Master calls a 
�E�X�W�W�H�U�I�O�\���µ  
�³ Richard Bach 


