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When you receive this newsletter, we will be 

coasting through the twelve days of 

Christmas. The twelve days run from 

Christmas Day, December 25th, to the day 

before Epiphany, January 6th, the day on 

which the Visit of the Three Wise Men is 

commemorated.  
 

Long after Christmas has come and gone, itôs 

essential to keep the spirit of Christmas alive. 

Peace on earth is something we always need. 

Donôt wait for politicians to make it happen. 

You will be waiting your whole life long. 

Peace on earth is something Mary and Joseph 

and the baby Jesus knew in the midst of 

grave danger. That is the kind of peace worth 

having.  
 

I write with intense gratitude for the 

Christmas presentation of our Sunday 

School. What a joy to see such a lively and 

enthusiastic production. Likewise, the 

multimedia presentation of our choir, the 

choirs of St. Maryôs and St. Theresaôs, and 

special soloists and readers, was an enormous 

blessing. An extra special gift: the beautiful 

sequence of visuals prepared by Tina 

Rawlins. As usual, the Christmas Eve 

services were fabulous. Only those who 

attended all three - and a few of us did - got 

the full Monty of special music. The Lord has 

blessed our congregation with an abundance 

of musical gifts. The 11:00 service is the least 

attended, but in some ways is the most 

satisfying. Those who came continued to 

fellowship together until way past midnight.  

 

Many of us renew our vows with the New 

Year. John Wesley, the founder of 

Methodism, developed the tradition of a 

Watch Night Service on New Yearôs Eve. 

Here are excerpts from his Covenant Prayer 

designed for that occasion: 

  

O righteous God,  

see me as I fall down before you. 

Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done 

your will. 

I acknowledge you as my Lord and God. 

I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for 

my portion, 

and vow to give up myself, body and soul, as 

your servant, 

to serve you in holiness and righteousness all 

the days of my life. 

I do here on bended knees accept Christ 

as the only new and living Way, 

and sincerely join myself in a covenant with 

him. 
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O blessed Jesus, I come to you, 

hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked. 

I renounce my own worthiness, 

and vow that you are my righteousness. 

I do here willingly put my neck under your 

yoke, to carry your burden. 

All your laws are holy, just, and good. 

I therefore take them as the rule for my 

words, thoughts, and actions. 

The almighty God searches and knows your 

heart. 

O God, you know that I make this covenant 

with you today. 

If any falsehood be in it, guide me and help 

me to set it right. 

O mighty God, you have now become my 

Covenant Friend. 

And I, through your infinite grace, have 

become your covenant servant. 

So be it. 

Let the covenant I have made on earth be 

ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 
 

 ~ Pastor John Hobbins 

 
 

TRINITY NEWS 
 

80+ BIRTHDAY  Club  

Happy Birthday to the following who 

celebrate January birthdays: 
 

 

 

 

50
th

 + WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Congratulations to  

Vic & Lois Jewson as they 

celebrate their 51
st
 wedding anniversary on 

January 24
th
, and Henry & Eunice Guell as they 

celebrate their 55
th
 wedding anniversary on 

January 29
th
.    

 
 

 

 

 
 

Prayer concerns beginning the month 

of January: 
   

Marjorie Marquart, Merlene Hayes, Dr. Lee 

& Kay Friedrich, Darlene Westphal, Faith 

Beck, Damon Kavonius, Judy Renderman, 

Troy Wondra, Jay Rawlins, Sharon 

Londo¶o (Jackie Scharfenbergôs sister), 

David & Julie Menzer (Fredôs brother and 

wife), Norman Strehlow (Lorraine 

Zastrowôs cousin), Bonnie Krizan (Bill 

Buskeôs sister), Judy Bruggink (Betty 

Menzerôs sister), Jim Smith (brother-in-law 

of a co-worker of Betty Menzer), Tim 

Jandre (Bruce & Deb Bintzlerôs son-in-

law), Sandi Weiland (Fran Coulterôs sister), 

Bonnie Zimmer (friend of Meatball & 

Jackie Zimmerman), Dennis Stucke (Judy 

Stuckeôs son), Susan Bhend (Cindy 

Hodnyôs sister-in-law), Thomas Buffin 

(Glenn Eichstedtôs brother-in-law), Vicki 

Engels (Kaye Lindbergôs sister), Charlie 

Bast (son-in-law of Nancy Andrews), our 

members and friends in nursing homes, and 

to all who serve in the military.  

 
 

      
     Jan.   2    Kay Friedrich                       

    Jan.   7    Gwen Hinz    

    Jan. 19    Della Grandman 

    Jan. 25    LaVerne Ehrhardt 

    Jan. 25    Norman Grantman 

    Jan. 25  Helen Muehlius 

    Jan. 27   Mae Seefeld 



 
 

Year end contribution statements will be 

printed out and ready for picking up in 

the church narthex by the early part of 

January.  Watch your bulletins for the 

exact date. 

and 
 

We still have some 2010 Offering 

Envelopes that need to be picked up in 

the Narthex. 

 
 

 
 

The staff of Trinity Church would like to 

thank everyone for thinking of us during 

the Christmas Season.  Your cards, gifts 

and goodies were greatly appreciated.  

Thank You So Much! 

 
 

 
 

We have a great group of guys who are 

regularly meeting for our menôs fellowship 

for those 70 years and older, but we have 

room for more.  Please come join us!  The 

next meeting is on Tuesday, January 12th at 

10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  Coffee and 

snacks will be provided.   
 

 

 

The Annual Cemetery 

Board Meeting will be 

held on Sunday, 

January 17
th
 after the 

second service. 

 
 

The Salvation Army workers were delighted 

with the beautiful assortment of mittens, caps, 

and scarves that Trinity Church members and 

friends knit or purchased. In this cold weather 

and tight economy, they were especially 

appreciative. We delivered: 

65 pairs of mittens/gloves 

50 caps 

20 cap & mitten sets 

5 scarves 

3 scarf & mitten sets 

20 t-shirts 
Thanks to everyone who contributed.  Our tree 

was beautiful! 
 

 
 

 

òThose who bring sunshine  
to the lives of others  

cannot keep it from themselves.ó  
ñJ. M. Barrie 

 

 
 

              

              The Lomira Food Pantryôs 

                         Soup Sunday 
 

                           January 31st 

                   11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

                   in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Serving:  soups and chili, bread, 

cheese and crackers, dessert and 

beverages. 
 

Adults - $6.50; Ages 6-12 - $4.50;  

5 and under eat free 
 

The proceeds for this meal will 

benefit the Lomira Food Pantry. 

 
 



 

 
 

Last November 22
nd

, Bonnie Falk spoke and 

showed pictures from her VIM trip to Haiti at 

the 9:30 service.  Your generous offering for 

that need totaled over $450.00.  We have 

received a thank-you letter from the VIM team 

leader, Patience Nave, who promises us 

pictures of the projects which will be 

accomplished because of your donations.  We 

all benefit from giving.  Itôs a win-win 

situation. 
 

 
 

Now is the Time 
 

We live in troubling times, with wars, 
poverty, hunger, economic woes, health 
scares and more. So what now?  
 
Believe this: We Christians will survive the 
test! Faith, prayer and discipline will bring 
us victory. Our love for God and the need 
for worship, Christian education and joyous 
fellowship will ultimately prevail.  
 
A pastor who worked in a cityôs poverty-
stricken area was asked how his work was 
going. He answered: ñIt is a hand-to-mouth 
existence: Godôs hand providing for our 
mouths.ò So it may be for many churches 
and people today. But God promises to 
see us through. 

 

               
Camp Lucerne Retreat 

Attention:  

7
th
 through 12

th
 Graders 

 

Itôs time to start preparing for our annual 

retreat at beautiful Camp Lucerne. This year 

we will be staying at the Dellwood Lodge; the 

setup is a bit different.  We will be in one 

building, with bunk bed type sleeping 

arrangements.  We have room for 18 girls and 

18 boys.  We will leave late afternoon on 

Friday, February 5th (exact time to be 

determined) and return around noon on 

Sunday, February 7th.  To keep the cost down 

we have chosen to provide our own food (the 

lodge has its own kitchen facilities). 
 

The cost will be $25 per person.  We will be 

needing drivers, helpers and people to prepare 

food, so parents, please be generous with your 

time and talents.  Hopefully all this wonderful 

snow will hang around so we can take 

advantage of sledding. Sign-up sheets will be 

available soon (both for youth and adults that 

can help).  Questions: contact Amy Bloch at 

(920) 269-7182.  Friends are welcome!  They 

will be accepted on a first come, first serve 

basis.   
 

You will not be registered  

until your $25 is paid. 
 

 



     
 

                 Gwenõs Pen 
 
  

 

 

Iôve been looking at the blank computer 

screen for a few minutes and blaming my 

inactivity and lack of creativity on ñwritersô 

blockò.  Iôve contended in the past that there 

is no such thing.  
 

A game I play with myself in such situations 

is to go to the kitchen, pop a tiny square of 

dark chocolate into my mouth and lodge it in 

the roof of my mouth where it slowly melts 

and releases its soothing taste and texture. 

The object of the game is to have a start on 

my article by the time the chocolate is 

completely melted and becomes a memory.  
 

Well, I just tried that and only a dim after-

taste of chocolate remains é timeôs up!  I 

have two options at this point: sit here with 

my hands at my temples trying to squeeze out 

an idea, or go get a second piece of 

chocolate.  Hmm.  But wait!  I have a 

thought! (Thank goodness for chocolate!) 
 

I was given a subscription to Womanôs Day 

magazine and the first issue arrived a few 

days ago.  I was familiar with the publication 

and had enjoyed it, but hadnôt actually 

flipped its pages for several years.  So, over 

lunch, I sat at the kitchen table and prepared 

for some enlightenment as a woman. 
 

Colorful full-page advertisements for peanut 

butter, convenience food, coffee, teas, oils, 

jeans that slim, drugs that cure, enhance, or 

prevent any number of conditions, (many of 

which require two full pages of fine print to 

list bad things that could happen if you take 

them) and most of all, product after product 

to make me more beautiful and certainly to 

appear younger.   

There were articles offering practical 

suggestions on how to be happier, healthier, 

and less stressed, and how I could organize 

myself and my house.  There were five-

minute decorating tips for the holidays, and, 

oh yes, in the back are recipes, several of 

which used ingredients which I seldom have 

in the house.  
 

In case you gentlemen have wondered what 

lies between the front and back covers of 

these ñwomenôs magazinesò you are now 

informed.  Month after month, writers grind 

out yet more articles on a subject which has 

previously been explored in almost every 

issue of every womanôs magazine.  I am not 

ungrateful for the gift.  It was unexpected and 

undeserved, given by a thoughtful and 

generous person whose friendship I value. 
 

It occurs to me, however, that if I were to 

follow the advice offered in just this one 

issue of this one publication, I should be safe, 

happy, healthy, at peace, and even beautiful 

and young.  But I have a way of achieving all 

that (except maybe the beautiful and young 

part) without opening the cover of any 

magazine.   
 

It happens when I get my mind right: when I 

think in terms of Jesus words, ñWith God, all 

things are possible.ò  It happens when I 

silently ñblessò whoever enters my life today 

by thinking a prayer for him or her, 

especially if I have allowed myself to be 

annoyed by that person.  It happens when I 

remember to give thanks for what is available 

to me and what has been provided for me.  It 

happens when I seek for someone else that 

which I want for myself; and when I align 

myself with Godôs Spirit and let that lead me 

and fill me.  It happens when Iôm willing to 

change my plans for Godôs plans and try to 

think like God thinks.  Thatôs when I am 

given the peace, happiness, health, and 

abundance I desire, and which, by the way, is 

unavailable through Womanôs Day. 
 

 



 
 

Itôs ñcatch upò time in our library after my 

ñsick leave,ò but certainly hope our interested 

readers browsed through newer magazine 

issues or came across a book they hadnôt read. 

 

Our UMW members did it again.  We earned 

an award é almost enough to purchase a 

couple new books.  And with the help of Gwen 

during her busy schedule, we have already 

received our 2010 Reading Program books.  

That part is just wonderful!  NOW itôs my job 

to prepare them for library check-out.  So 

hereôs the list for purchased 2010 books. 

 

Education for Mission: 

 

ñWhere Mercy Failsò 

Author: Chris Herlinger & Paul Jeffrey 

Darfurôs struggle to survive é the question 

being why do we allow such violence to 

continue? 
 

ñPrayers & Ponderingsò 

Author: Brooks-Howell Home Residents 

Easy to read stories by five retired 

missionaries. 
 

ñCeciliaôs Yearò 

Authors: Susan & Denise Gonzales Abraham 

A novel about a young adultôs determination to 

follow her dream. 

 

Nurturing for Community : 

 

ñCaring for Mother: A Daughterôs Long 

Goodbyeò 

Author: Virginia Stem Owens 

A daughterôs long goodbye for her mother with 

Alzheimerôs disease. 
 

ñPlay With Meò 

Authors: Sally Miller & Cheri Mueller 

Two friends on a spiritual journey with kids ï 

through the eyes of a child. 

ñThe Undertakerôs Wifeò 

Author: Celia Hastings 

Life in a small town funeral home.  From 

farmerôs daughter to theological degree. 
 

ñSomething to Sing Aboutò 

Author: C.C. Payne 

About the authorôs daughter who is deathly 

afraid of bees and what about the green 

flyswatter?  Youth book 

 

Social Action: 

 

ñClosing the Food Gap: Resetting the Table In 

a Land of Plentyò 

Author: Mark Winne 

About food banks to organic growers and 

farmerôs markets. 
 

ñSacred Sparkò 

Author: The Rev. Lisa K. Sykes 

A minister momôs quest to restore the light in 

her sonôs eyes.  Global debate about autism and 

childhood vaccines.  Bonus book 

 

Spiritual Growth : 

 

ñMy Tummy Talked in Church Todayò 

Author: Christy Colby Heno 

Humorous poems and devotions for adults who 

love children. 
 

ñLocked Up: Letters and Papers of a Prisoner 

of Conscienceò 

Author: Don Beisswenger 

This book is for anyone who wants an honest 

account of what it takes to follow your heart ï 

even in prison.  A must read for every 

Christian. 
 

ñA Monk in the Inner Cityò 

Author: Mary Lou Kownacki 

The author invites you into her home é the 

ABCôs of a spiritual journey. 

 
 

What better way to spend a cold winterôs day 

or evening than by the fireplace or in your 

favorite cozy chair with a good book! 

 

Hey kids!  Stay tuned for a book review next 

month. 

 

Whatôs New in the 

Church Library? 
 

~ Lorraine Zastrow 
 



 Trinity 

Handbell  

  News 
 
 
 

 

 
 

I hope everyone survived the holidays. I can't 

believe how quickly 2009 went by.  Here is a 

quick recap of 2009: 
 

 We played in church each month except 

over the summer vacation.  We performed a 

Spring concert at Church of Our Saviour 

with their bell choir and the Cardinal 

Ringerz. In September we hosted our 7th 

annual Handbell workshop with Dr. John 

Behnke. We performed for the Soroptimists 

Christmas party and at the mall for the 10th 

consecutive year. 
 

On a personal note, my latest class as I work 

towards earning my Masters in Church Music, 

was Composing and Arranging.  It was quite a 

learning experience.  I did many small projects 

like composing a piece in one hour, a jiggle, 

and serialism.  I had two major projects which 

at the end of the term were performed in a 

concert with my other two classmates. 

I wrote a beginning band piece and arranged a 

handbell piece that our bell choir performed on 

Christmas Eve.  I thank Cheryl Meyer and Paul 

Jewson for subbing Christmas Eve. It is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Keep on ringing, 

Diana Jewson 

Trinity Bells Director 
 

 
 

What the New Year Offers 
 

Å A fresh start in the totality of our life.  
Å A chance to do good things for others,  
  especially older members of our family.  
Å An opportunity to plan better for the  
  future, including the use of our time,  
  talent and possessions.  
Å A challenge to read helpful books about  
  living according to Godôs plan.  
Å A chance to better control stress and  
  anxiety in body and spirit. 

The ñReal Winnerò of the  

Nobel Peace Prize 

 
 

Chief Master Sgt. John Gebhardt, 

superintendent of the 22nd Wing Medical 

Group, gained worldwide attention for a photo 

of him holding an injured Iraqi child. The 

photo was taken in 2006 while he was 

deployed to Balad Air Base in Iraq.  
 

The young infant had received extensive 

gunshot injuries to her head when insurgents 

attacked her family killing both of her parents 

and many of her siblings. The chief had a 

knack for comforting her and they often would 

catch a cat nap together in a chair.  
 

"I got as much enjoyment out of it as the baby 

did," he said. "I reflected on my own family 

and life and thought about how lucky I have 

been."  While deployed to Iraq, the chief tried 

to help out any way he could. He figured 

holding a baby that needed comforting that 

would free up one more set of arms that could 

be providing care to more critical patients. 
 

Life is calmer for Chief Gebhardt now that he 

is back home in Wichita, Kansas, and even 

though his recent "fame" has highlighted an 

eventful 27-year career, he said he wouldn't 

change a thing.   "If I had to do it over again, I 

would sign up and give it another ride," he 

said. 



  
 

January Birthdays 

2     Kay Friedrich  

4    Reagan Rosenkranz 

5     Kevin Beck 

 Ashley Strassman 

7     Tristin Duley 

 Henry Guell 

      Gwen Hinz 

       Tony Schraufnagel 

 Carisa Thompson 

9     Todd Hayes 

       Vicki Schneider  

       Duane Winter 

10   Paul Jewson 

 Mark Lavarda 

11   Dawn Faber 

 Edward Hayes 

       Mikayla Klein 

       Nicole Westphal-Schlueter 

12   John Hobbins 

13   Deana Bartels  

       Colton Renderman 

15   Roger Clark 

       Mary Kiehnau 

       Grant Renderman 

       Justin Straub 

       Nicole Winiecki  

 Mitchell Wroblewski 

        Richard Zitlow 

16   Desiree Kiernan 

18   Daniel Riehbrandt 

19   Shari Buske 

       Della Grandman 

 Mark Hodny 

       Tom Morgan 

 

20   Kadryn Kiernan 

       Melissa Poetzel 

21   Penny Beck 

 Ariana Cruz 

       Mark Dahlinger 

       Paula Green  

22   Sharon Dworschak 

       Taylor Klein 

23   Carolyn Krueger 

24   Joseph Bialk 

       Erika Waas 

25   LaVerne Ehrhardt 

       Randy Faber 

       Norman Grantman 

       Helen Muehlius 

26   Jennifer Kindschuh  

       Savannah Thill 

27   Chris Kuen 

      Sarah Morgan 

       Mae Seefeld 

       Robin Weeks 

29  Henry Todd Hayes  

 Augie Luedtke 

31   Kathy Mintner 
 

 

 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

6     Bob & Fran Coulter 

24   Victor & Lois Jewson    

28   Kevin & Penny Beck 

29   Henry & Eunice Guell 

 

 

 

 



January 2010 ~ Trinity United Methodist Church 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Worship Services �² 7:45 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School �² 8:30 a.m. 

 

1 
 

2 

3 
COMMUNION  
Epiphany Sunday 

4 

 
 

5 6     
6-8 Confirmation 
6:30 A.A. 
7:00 Choir 
 

7 
10:00 a.m. 
Northgate Service 
 

2:30 Hope Service  
 

8 9 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Food Pantry 
 

10     Baptism of  
the Lord 

 

Carter and Kylie 
Collier Baptisms 

11 12 
�������������D���P�����0�H�Q�·�V��
Fellowship Group 

13 
6-8 Confirmation 
6:30 A.A. 
7-8:30 Handbells 
7:00 Choir 
 

14 
 
 

15 16 

17     10:30 a.m. 
Cemetery Bd. Mtg. 
 

6:30 p.m. Adult 
Fellowship 

18 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

19 
 

20 
6-8 Confirmation 
6:30 A.A. 
7-8:30 Handbells 
7:00 Choir 
 

21 22 
 

23 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Food Pantry 
 

24 25 26 27 
6-8 Confirmation 
6:30 A.A. 
7-8:30 Handbells 
7:00 Choir 
 

28 
 

29 30 

31 
Soup Sunday 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 

 


