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Impressions 
 

 

On a recent afternoon I went to school 

to see my daughter Betta compete in a 

spelling bee. For the occasion, a 

group of very nervous boys and girls 

were assembled. More than one of the 

contestants was relieved when he/she 

misspelled a word. It meant the 

tension was over and they could relax. 

 

Besides Betta, two boys I know well, 

Zach and Jacob Stuebs, were in the 

bee. They all did very well. But the 

one who rose to the top, Phillip 

Alvarado, deserved to win. Time and 

again, before the principal could 

finish giving a sentence to illustrate 

the word, Phillip knew the spelling in 

his head and struggled not to spit it 

out prematurely. Congratulations, 

Phillip! 

I know some people think competition 

is a bad thing. I‟m not so sure. At the 

very least, it is important to work hard 

at whatever matters to you the most. 

That means practice and a large 

commitment of time and energy. As 

the apostle Paul once said, 

“Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, I press 

on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me” 

(Philippians 3:13-14). 

 

And yes, let us fight the good fight 

together. Christianity is a team sport. 

See you in church. 

 

 ~ Pastor John Hobbins 

RINITY 
HARVEST 



 

 

TRINITY NEWS 
 

80+ BIRTHDAY  Club  

Happy Birthday to the following who 

celebrate February birthday s: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

50
th

 + 

WEDDING  

A NNIVERSARIES  
 

 

Congratulations to Roy and Harriet Krueger 

as they celebrate their 54
th
 wedding 

anniversary on Valentine‟s Day,  

February 14
th 
– how romantic! 

 

 
 

 

Prayer concerns 

beginning the month of 

February: 
 

 

Roger Lindgren, Jane Klein, Howard Hayes, 

Darlene Westphal, Syd Henke, Erna Luebke, 

Eunice Guell, Debra Gudex, Bradley Beck, 

Shirley Klein, Sharon Dworschak, Tom 

Morgan, Mabel Ziegler, Charlie Bast (son-

in-law of Nancy Andrews), Kristina Stuart 

(sister-in-law of Pastor John), Jennifer 

Baudry (friend of Will & Diana Jewson), 

Loa Bosserman (Dorothy Bosserman‟s 

daughter-in-law), Ned Thompson (relative 

of Gene & Marge Junger), Jodi 

Meisenheimer, Chris (Buerger) Sitter, and 

our members and friends in nursing homes. 
 

 

 
 

ñThank Youò From the 

Bottom of Our Hearts 
 

We would like to say a BIG thank you to all 

of our church family who helped us in any 

way make our Junior High Lock-In such a 

fun success!  Thirty-five (35) youth attended 

and it was a blast!  We are already looking 

forward to next year‟s event. 
 

A very special thank you goes out to the 

following parents and mentors who: 
 

  1)  helped set up the Fellowship Hall for  

  kickball and ping pong, 

  2)  made pizzas for supper and organized  

  the food/drinks being dropped off, 

  3)  made special trips home for board   

  games, and frying pans and toasters for  

  breakfast, 

  4)  became a “Ref” for vigorous games, 

  5)  judged the Talent Show, 

  6)  took charge of the Ping Pong  

  Tournament, 

  7)  cooked our breakfast, 

  8)  chaperoned all of the kids, 

  9)  helped clean up the church afterwards, 

10)  brought in a box of FFA fruit for  

  breakfast,   

11)  was the best electrician for the Talent  

  Show when the TV died; 
 

namely: Jackie Eichstedt, Glen Renderman, 

Tristan Hayes, Vicky Schneider, Janet 

Hesprich, Penny Beck, Jamie Piittmann, 

Roger Kittelson, Steve Luedtke, Bruce and 

Debbie Bintzler, Doug Kindschuh, John 

Muentner, Jr., Jaime Doyle, Patti Cobb, and 

the Willis Family. 
 

We couldn‟t have done it without you!  You 

helped make it the success and fun it was 

and we are very grateful to you. 
 

God‟s blessings upon all of you ~ 

February 7
th

     Hazel Jordan 



8
th

 Grade Committee 

Kelsey Cobb                     Sydney Kittelson 

 Zach Schmid                    Zach Stuebs 
 

Confirmation Teachers 

Pastor John and Darlene Westphal 

I would like to extend my humble "thank 

you" to the membership of Trinity's United 

Methodist Women for the honor they 

bestowed upon me by selecting me to 

receive the "Special Mission Recognition" 

award.  I am honored to have this gift given 

to the General Board of Global Ministries in 

my name.  It continues to be a rewarding 

experience for me to help out at church in 

different capacities.  We have a great team 

of leaders at Trinity.  I'm very happy to 

continue working with them. 
 

~ Will Jewson 
 

 

We would like to thank you for all the 

prayers and concerns that were lifted up for 

our daughters Kristine and Julie.  Kris is still 

in therapy and Julie had to learn a different 

diet (no beef or pork).  We are firm believers 

in prayers and miracles.  Thanks again. 
 

~ Bill and Judy Bialk 

 
 

The Bloch Fund  
 

This fund is available to graduating seniors 

that are going on to higher education.  The 

Education Committee reviews all applica-

tions.  This fund can also be used for Sunday 

School.  As with the other funds, only the 

interest is used – the principal is not 

touched. 

 ~ Lois Towne 

 
 

Inspirations and Devotions 
 

A new 2006 devotions book compiled and 

edited by Eunice Guell is now available for 

$10.  This is the third printing for American 

Agri-Women. 
 

The sections of interest are: 
 

Devotions and Prayers 

Inspirational Readings 

Biblical Selections 

We Love Our Country 
 

Contact Eunice Guell at (920) 921-9370.  

Make check out to American Agri-Women. 

The LOGOS 

Love Banquet 
LOGOS invites the entire congregation 

to The LOGOS Love Banquet and Concert. 
 

February 14, 2007 

Meal at 5 pm 

Entertainment at 6 pm 
 

Menu 

Main Entrees: 

Tenderloin Tips and Noodles 

Turkey, Gravy and Mashed Potatoes 

Sweet and Sour Chicken and Rice 

Stuffed Pasta Shells 

Chef Cheryl‟s Choice 
 

Salad Bar 

Dessert Table with Chocolate Fountain 
  
Experience the love of Logos, a wonderful 

meal, and an evening of entertainment. 

 
 
Trinity Handbell 

News 
 
 

HANDBELL FESTIVAL  

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2007 AT 6:30  

AT THE IMMANUEL-TRINITY FAMILY 

LIFE CENTER IN FOND DU LAC  
 

Come and listen to 320 bells and chimes 

played by 80 ringers represented by 

 eight churches. 

This is a free concert with a free will 

offering that will go to support 

 Habitat for Humanity. 
 

The bell choir has been working diligently 

on its pieces for this concert.  We anticipate 

over 200 people to come and listen. We 



hope to see all of you there.  The bell choir 

appreciates your support. 

   

Keep on ringing, 
 

Diana Jewson 

Madrigal Update 
 

Due to time constraints and busy schedules, 

the Madrigal has been postponed to a later 

date.  We‟re looking at late Fall.  So keep 

your schedules open. 

Thank You, 

 

Will and Diana Jewson 
  
 

 
 

 

            Chicken Noodle Soup Sunday 
 

                           February 25
th

 

                   11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

The proceeds for this meal will help 

to support our missionary, 

 Sue Henry. 

If you would be able to help in the 

kitchen, please contact Irene Hayes 

at 921-7757. 

 
 

 

 

Whatôs New In The 

Church Library? 

 

  ~ Lorraine Zastrow 
   
THE UMW READING PROGRAM 

BOOKS FOR THE NEW YEAR 2007 

which were chosen by some of our more 

avid readers will appear on the library 

shelves as soon as they are catalogued.  

Thanks to Gwen Hinz and the Internet as 

they arrived early.  Those marked with an 

asterisk have not arrived as yet from the 

Service Center in Dallas, TX at the time of 

this printing. 
 

EDUCATION FOR MISSION category: 

The Blindfold‟s Eyes:  My Journey From 

Torture to Truth (Bonus Book) – larger than 

average print; The Kite Runner – donated by 

a UMW member.  Hospital By The River – 

a story of Hope. 

 

NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY 

category: 

We Are All Suspects Now: Untold Stories 

From Immigrant Communities After 9/11;  

My Time: Making the Most of the Bonus 

Decades After Fifty; *Fifty-Two Simple 

Ways to Make a Difference. 
 

SOCIAL ACTION category: 

Troubled Waters: Saints, Sinners, Truths 

and Lies About the Global Water Crisis; 

God In The Alley: Being and Seeing Jesus 

In a Broken World; The Dispossessed: 

Chronicles of the Desterrados of Columbia.  

  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH category: 

Breakfast Epiphanies: Finding Wonder in 

the Everyday; Courageous Spirit: Voices 

from Women in Ministry; *Awakening the 

Spirit, Inspiring the Soul: 30 Stories of 

Interspiritual Discovery in the Community 

of Faiths; *Traditional Beliefs of United 

Methodists; The Gift for All People: 

Thoughts on God‟s Great Grace – a Max 

Lucado book. 
 

LARGE PRINT BOOK:   

*The Blessings of Brokenness: Why God 

Allows Us to go Through Hard Times. 
 

YOUTH BOOKS: 

Kira-Kira, a novel … (Social Action); True 

Blue, a novel … (Nurturing for 

Community), and God Called A Girl – God 

has called on you to make a difference in the 

world. (Spiritual Growth) 
 

A Word of Thanks and Appreciation to 

members of Trinity who have donated the 

following books to our church library: 

Stories for the Family‟s Heart 

If God Should Choose 

Let‟s Roll 

The Scarlet Thread 

The Confident Woman 

The Most Important Decision You Will Ever  



 Make 

The Book of Ruth 

 

Trinity members are encouraged to use our 

church library.  Books should be checked 

out and returned within a reasonable time. 
 

 

 

Gwenõs Pen 
 

 

    What is a birthday?  I know  

       what it‟s not.  It‟s not a 

tribute to the “Birthday Person”.  None of us 

did anything to bring about our own birth.  It 

seems to me that this event prompts two 

celebrations. 

    

I see it first as a day to celebrate the years of 

life given to me.  Multiply these years by 

365 (plus 1 for every fourth year) and 

marvel at all the time I‟ve been given to 

LIVE life.  There is always the question, 

“What have I done with all these days?” and 

that can be depressing as well as 

challenging.  But today I want to look at the 

positive.  Each of these days has been a gift 

in itself, an opportunity to grow, to give, to 

laugh, to LIVE.  I think gratitude is my 

overwhelming emotion when my birthday 

rolls around. 

 

Secondly, I see it as a tribute to the woman 

who, with faith, prayer, and wisdom, birthed 

me; who with my father, accepted the huge 

task of “molding” me.  That, alone, was a 

monumental achievement.  But that‟s 

another story.  With this in mind, and 

remembering that February was Mom‟s 

birth month, I write this tribute to her. 

 

When still a “teen” herself, she taught rural 

school in which four of her siblings were 

pupils.  Unsatisfied that teaching school was 

her calling, she went to college twice, once 

to become a piano teacher and again to 

equip herself for missionary work in the 

Orient.  When she met Dad, it was because 

of her unshakable commitment that he also 

gave his life to foreign missions.  

  

Mom left her beloved Minnesota farm, her 

family and everything familiar to spend 

(perhaps) the rest of her life with people she 

knew nothing about.    

 

Despite serious surgeries and illness, she 

taught Japanese women sanitation and 

disease control, cooking, and Bible content.  

She taught women to become kindergarten 

teachers, lacing the lessons with Christian 

teaching.  She and Dad founded a boarding 

school for children who lived on small 

sampans with parents who conveyed goods 

via the canals.   

 

After seven years, two miscarriages, then 

two children, Mom and Dad were given a 

year “back home” in the US … a 

“furlough”.  This meant traveling across the 

country speaking in one church or assembly 

after another to generate interest (and 

therefore funds) for the Mission Board.  But 

being headquartered amongst family 

renewed her spirit.   

 

During that year, their third child was  

born … his little foot crippled into what was 

called a “club foot”.   I (suffering from 

malnutrition because of Mom‟s illness) 

became round, strong, and stubborn.  And 

the five of us returned to Japan where Mom 

suffered through two more miscarriages.  

 

Another eight years passed before the “Great 

Depression” (nothing great about it) allowed 

enough funds for steamship tickets back to 

the US and more speaking and taking 

courses to prepare for the next seven years 

in Japan.   

 

But after just four years, we were forced to 

cross the Pacific once again when World 

War II was imminent.  As an adult, I see this 

part of Mom‟s story as perhaps the most 

courageous of all the decisions she had to 

make.  The dilemma was whether to stay in 

Japan to try to continue to carry on the 

mission work or to return to the US for the 

safety of the family.  Prayers, family “quiet 

times” to listen for God‟s direction, hours of 

talking and attempts at discernment brought 



them to the middle road.  Dad would stay 

and Mom would return (now just 50) with 

three teen-age children to what had become 

a “foreign” country to her.  There she would 

have to buy a car, furniture, and appliances.  

She would have to rent a home, to acclimate 

her children to a new culture, and travel the 

48 states on speaking engagements for days 

and weeks at a time.  (As it turned out, she 

was ill most of that first year but managed to 

fulfill her speaking obligations.) 

 

That, alone, would have been difficult 

enough, but added to that was the parting.  

What was to happen to Dad were war to 

start?  Would they ever see each other 

again?   

 

I shall never forget that crossing: as we 

pulled away from the dock, Dad and a host 

of Japanese Christians singing, “God Be 

With You „Till We Meet Again” in their 

native language; Dad waving his white 

handkerchief until we could no longer see it; 

the four of us staying at the rail watching 

Dad fade from our sight, perhaps forever, 

and straining our eyes to catch the last sight 

of the only homeland we knew.  Then came 

the severe storm that kept Mom so sick for 

most of the crossing, and the mix-up of 

cabins leaving us down in “steerage” next to 

the hold with no portholes … we were 

below the waterline.   

 

I want to write so much more.  Each chapter 

in Mom‟s life (only a few of which I dared 

take the space to mention here) would paint 

the picture of a courageous, wise, humble, 

somewhat frail, gentle, precise and logical 

woman with her handful of quirks, and her 

bucketful of gifts. 

 

She died at 84 with Dad at her side.  I got 

there several hours later.  But I know she 

never doubted my love for her, for I took 

frequent opportunities to tell her so and she 

could hear it in my voice and see it in my 

face.  Thanks, Mom, for not giving up after 

two miscarriages and for all the wisdom 

with which you guided my stubborn and 

impatient nature.   
 

 
 
 
An 
 EXTREME MAKEOVER 

    For the Nursery 
 

 

 

 

We are so grateful to have the nursery room 

and volunteers who make this such a 

success. It has been many years since any 

updates have occurred, and many have 

mentioned that it might be time for a 

change.  We want to create a cozy room for 

the children and adults to enjoy.  We are 

looking for individuals who have ideas on 

decorating the nursery, who want to donate 

time to make it all happen, to donate new or 

gently used items or money to purchase the 

requested items.   

 

Some thoughts for decorating that come to 

mind would be Noah‟s Ark, Veggie Tales, 

Biblical passages for children, wall murals 

or the 4 seasons of the year.  We really want 

your input and ideas though. 

 

Following is a wish list: 
Gently used toys 

Money to purchase book cases to store toys, 

books, videos, stuffed animals and TV 

Wicker Baskets for Storage on book case 

TV with DVD/VCR 

Rocker Glider 

Bean Bag Chairs 

Comfortable Rug for Children 

Window Treatments 

Build Table to fold into wall (to make more 

space) 

Diaper Changing Table to fold into wall (to 

make more space) 

 



If you are interested in assisting with the 

makeover please contact Shelly Schaefer at 

583-2207 or Sarah Kretschmer at 269-7358. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
The local American Red Cross Blood 

Services predicts a possible decrease in 

blood donations during the peak flu season, 

December to March, as winter illnesses and 

inclement weather keep donors at home.  To 

offset a decrease in donations, the Red Cross 

is urging healthy, eligible individuals and 

their friends to donate blood soon.  Your 

next opportunity to help patients is at the 

Lomira Blood Drive on Monday,  

February 5
th

 from Noon to 6:00 p.m. at 

Trinity Church.  Please call 1-800 GIVE 

LIFE (448-3543) for an appointment.  Walk-

ins welcome too! 

 

 
 

 
 

ñLove is éò 
 

A group of professional people posed this 

question to a group of 4 to 8 year olds, 

“What does love mean?”  The answers they 

got were broader and deeper than anyone 

could have imagined.  See what you think: 

 

“Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a 

boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out 

and smell each other.” 

Karl – age 5 

 

 “Love is what makes you smile when 

you‟re tired.” 

Terri – age 4 

 

“Love is when you kiss all the time.  Then 

when you get tired of kissing, you still want 

to be together and you talk more.  My 

Mommy and Daddy are like that.  They look 

gross when they kiss.” 

Emily – age 8 

“Love is what‟s in the room with you at 

Christmas if you stop opening presents and 

listen.” (Wow!) 

Bobby – age 7  

 

“If you want to learn to love better, you 

should start with a friend who you hate.” 

Nikka – age 6 

(We need a few million more Nikka‟s on 

this planet.) 

 

Elaine – age 5 

“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly 

and sweaty and still says he is handsomer 

than Brad Pitt.” 

Chris – age 7 

 

“Love is when your puppy licks your face 

even after you left him alone all day.” 

Mary Ann – age 4 

 

“When you love somebody, your eyelashes 

go up and down and little stars come out of 

you.” (What an image!) 

Karen – age 7 

 

“Love is when my Mommy makes coffee 

for my Daddy and she takes a sip before 

giving it to him, to make sure the taste is 

OK.” 

Danny –age 7 

 

“You really shouldn‟t say „I Love You‟ 

unless you mean it.  But if you mean it, you 

should say it a lot.  People forget.” 

Jessica – age 8 

 

And the final one – author and lecturer Leo 

Buscaglia once talked about a contest he 

was asked to judge.  The purpose of the 

contest was to find the most caring child.  

The winner was a four year old child whose 



next door neighbor was an elderly 

gentleman who had recently lost his wife.  

Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went 

into the old gentleman‟s yard, climbed onto 

his lap, and just sat there.  When his Mother 

asked what he had said to the neighbor, the 

little boy said, 

 

“Nothing, I just helped him cry.” 

 
 

New Orleans  

Mission Trip Update 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

After the kind of hurricane we have had, 

there is bound to be some confusion so I 

hope you will forgive this late response to 

your very generous gift.   
 

In July we received $1,200 from your 

church.  We have deposited that money and 

it is being used for restoring the sanctuary.  

We did have insurance but it will not cover 

all the costs of rebuilding and restocking all 

that was lost.  We are using all donated 

funds to provide a place of worship where 

people will feel they can connect with God, 

finding healing and a place to grow in God‟s 

grace. 
 

Because of wonderful, long distance friends, 

we are well on our way to recovery – both 

physically and spiritually.  With agape love, 

I thank you. 
 

Many of our church members‟ homes were 

flooded and have lost most or all of their 

belongings.  Still, our church provides a 

place of spiritual renewal.  Seeing friends 

rebuild their homes, gives hope.  Being 

around friends that did not experience 

flooding, gives another kind of love.  We are 

all doing well and I believe that through the 

many friends such as you, at this time next 

year our church will be completely rebuilt. 
 

In Christ‟s name, 
 

Sallie Uhl 

St. Luke‟s United Methodist Church 

Metairie, Louisiana 

Changes in the Church 
 

Over the last two years or so, there have 

been many cosmetic changes done to our 

church and most of the response has been 

very favorable.  However, there seems to be 

some confusion as to the process by which 

these changes are being carried forth. 
 

Whenever there is the thought of a major 

change, for example … painting, the 

Trustees Committee is consulted and we 

await their decision on whether or not to go 

ahead with the project.  Shelly Schaefer and 

I wish to proceed with all projects with the 

utmost care and with the permission of all 

governing and interested parties as we are 

not as familiar as our more seasoned 

members with the legacy of the three 

churches that have combined into this 

present one. 
 

Another clarification that must be addressed 

is that Shelly and I are not “in charge” of the 

aesthetic alterations done to the church.  We 

simply decided that some simple things that 

could be done to make our place of worship 

an even warmer and more inviting place for 

everyone.  We have been blessed with a 

couple of small statues given anonymously, 

and a lovely mirror with the Ten Command- 

ments that is hung in the Narthex which was 

given by Dorothy Bosserman.  Debbie 

Idzikowski put up a new updated Cradle 

Roll which is in the foyer.  The Towne‟s 

have continued to grace our sanctuary with 

their nativity scene and Christmas wreaths.  

Priscilla and Jason Ehlert beautifully 

decorated the church for Fall, and Judy 

Renderman has added to the décor with her 

beautifully sewn wall hangings.  And many 

of you have anonymously donated money 

for the still lit evergreen tree that lights your 

way into the church – it is so lovely at night, 

don‟t you think? 



 

We welcome anyone who wishes to lend 

their time and talents to work with us or 

work independently to carry on with this 

particular gift Shelly and I choose to give to 

the church.  We really enjoy what we have 

done so far and appreciate all of your kind 

compliments. 

 ~ Karyn Michels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

February Birthdays 
 

1     Judy Schraufnagel 

2     Emily Batterman 

  Carroll Kindschuh 

  Brian Waas 

4     Peter Buske 

  Ryan Riedel 

5     Brandon Sabel 

6     Judy Lerch 

7     Zachary Dewhurst 

       Hazel Jordan 

8     Lisa Hayes 

       Cathy Steele 

9     Mandy Sabel 

10   Cindy Bryant 

  Sheryl Gellings 

       Brayden Sanders 

  Arika Ullius 

  Ryan Ullius 

11   Sharon Germain 

       Ashley Guell 

17   Debbie Bintzler 

18   Robert Coulter 

       Joel Menzer 

19   Darlene Westphal 

20   Bill Buske 

       Vickie Renderman 

22   Kevin Haefs 

       Jon Luedtke 

23   Erin Eichstedt 

       Sara Fester 

       Eugene Junger 

24   Tom Luedtke 

25   Olivia Graef 

27   Glenn Eichstedt 

       Merlene Hayes 

28   Will Jewson 

  Doug Kindschuh 

 

 

 
February Anniversaries 

  

 2     Maurice & LaVerne Ehrhardt 

 8     Wayne & Maureen Flury 

13    Tom & Syd Henke 

14    Roy & Harriet Krueger 

22    Norman & Thelma Grantman 

27    Todd & Lori Klein 

 

 

 
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH 
 

                CAMP LUCERNE                     
                 RETREAT 2007 
                              IS 

         COMING UP FAST!!!!! 
 

FRIDAY, FEB. 9TH 
THROUGH 

SUNDAY, FEB. 11TH  
 

PERMISSION SLIPS ARE ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX AND SHOULD BE HANDED IN TO THE OFFICE BY  



SUNDAY, FEB. 4TH 
 

SIGN UP NOW! 
 


