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The season of Advent and Christmas was
a wonderful time in the life of our
congregation. | have many memories |
will carry with me forever.

The greatest highlight of all was the joy
that filled the air on Christmas Eve day
from morning until night. Each of the
four services ministered to those who
came. The brush of angels’ wings could
almost be heard. The mystery of a God
who comes to us in a babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes embraced us this
season.

Christmas celebrates the greatest gift
God has given us, who is Christ the
Lord. For many generations, Christians
have read a favorite carol of the season,
The Twelve Days of Christmas, as if it
were code for remembering the reason
for the season. It is great fun to
remember twelve ways God has gifted us
through the words of this song.

On the 1st day of Christmas my true
love [who is the Lord of all] gave to
me ...

A Partridge in a Pear Tree. The
partridge in a pear tree is Jesus our Lord,
whose birthday we celebrate on the first
day of Christmas, December 25. Jesus
may be compared to a mother partridge
who feigns injury to decoy predators
from her helpless nestlings. As he
entered Jerusalem to meet his death, he
spoke these words: "Jerusalem!
Jerusalem! How often would | have
sheltered you under my wings, as a hen
does her chicks, but you would not have
itso..." (Luke 13:34).

On the 2nd day of Christmas my true
love gave to me...

Two Turtle Doves. The two parts of
God’s holy Word: the Old and New
Testaments. Together they bear witness
to God's self-revelation in history and the
creation of a people to tell of God’s
deeds to the world.

On the 3rd day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...



Three French Hens. The three things that
last forever: Faith, Hope, and Love (1
Corinthians 13:13).

On the 4th day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...

Four Calling Birds. The four Gospels:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. They
call us to follow Jesus this day and every
day.

On the 5th day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...

Five Gold Rings. The five first books of
the Bible, the Torah or the Law of
Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

On the 6th day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...

Six Geese A-laying. The six days of
creation in which God made everything
and pronounced it very good (Genesis 1).

On the 7th day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...

Seven Swans A-swimming. The seven
gifts of the Holy Spirit: prophecy,
ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving,
leading, and compassion (Romans 12:
6-8).

On the 8th day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...

Eight Maids A-milking. The eight
Beatitudes: Blessed are the poor in spirit,
blessed are those who mourn, blessed are
the meek, blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, blessed are
the merciful, blessed are the pure in
heart, blessed are the peacemakers,
blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness' sake (Matthew 5:3-10).

On the 9th day of Christmas my true love
gave to me...

Nine Ladies Dancing. The nine Fruit of
the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22).

On the 10th day of Christmas my true
love gave to me...

Ten Lords A-leaping. The Ten
Commandments: You shall have no
other gods before me; Do not make an
idol; Do not take God's name in vain;
Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it
holy; Honor your father and mother; Do
not murder; Do not commit adultery; Do
not steal; Do not bear false witness; Do
not covet (Exodus 20:1-17).

On the 11th day of Christmas my true
love gave to me...

Eleven Pipers Piping. The eleven faithful
apostles: Simon Peter, Andrew, James,
John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew,
Thomas, James bar Alphaeus, Simon the
Zealot, Judas bar James (Luke 6:14-16).
Not included is Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed Jesus his Lord.

On the 12th day of Christmas my true
love gave to me...

Twelve Drummers Drumming. The
twelve parts of the Apostles' Creed: |
believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth; | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; he
was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary; he
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried, and
descended into hell; on the third day he
rose again, and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father; he will come again to judge the



living and the dead; I believe in the Holy
Spirit; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and
life everlasting.

After the 12" day of Christmas, comes
Epiphany, which is always January 6.

~ Pastor John Hobbins

TRINITY NEWS

80+ BIRTHDAY CLUB

Happy Birthday to the following who
celebrate January birthdays:
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PRAYER January:

Prayer concerns

Alton Rosenkranz, Jodi Meisenheimer,
Chris (Buerger) Sitter, Eunice Guell,
Darlene Westphal, Sharon Dworschak,
Mabel Ziegler, Eric Giese, Kristina Stuart
(sister-in-law of Pastor John), Debra Gudex,
Eugene and Larry Faber (Wayne Faber’s
brother and nephew), Bill & Judy Bialk’s
daughter Kristine, Bradley Beck, Jennifer
Baudry (friend of Will & Diana Jewson),
Shirley Klein, Hilko Waalkens (Victor

Jewson’s uncle), Erna Luebke, Loa
Bosserman (Dorothy Bosserman’s daughter-
in-law), Roger Jewson (Victor Jewson’s
brother), Syd Henke, and our members and
friends in nursing homes.
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The two families that we helped for
Christmas would like to thank everyone at
Trinity for making their Christmas one of
the most memorable ever. They were
overwhelmed by your generosity so much
that they broke down and cried. It was a
special time for Sharon and me as we were
the recipients of all their love. It is
something | will never forget. Compassion
is not helpless pity, but an awareness and
determination that demands action. And
Trinity took action. Thank you,

Ralph and Sharon
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Trinity Church Family,

Thank you so much for the generous
scholarship. | plan to use the money for
tuition to North Central University where |
am studying Youth Ministries to be a Youth
Pastor. | really appreciate everything
Trinity has done for me over the last 21
years of my life. | am grateful for the
monetary assistance as well as the prayers
and encouragement. Thank you SO much!

Sara Drexler

* * * %

Dear Trinity Church,

Thank you so much for letting my piano
students perform their recital here. They
really like performing on the baby grand.
Thanks again.

Diana Jewson
Piano Teacher
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You ... yes you ... are invited to a potluck on
Sunday, January 7" at noon right here in our
Fellowship Hall. Gwen’s kids have “cooked
up” a celebration of her 80™ birthday and want
you to be a part of it. Bring anything edible to
share and meet the family ... five kids,
SPOUSES and more.

A series of Bible-based study will begin
Monday, January 8", 2007 concentrating on
the humility of Christ and the humility we
must possess as followers of Him. This
study is from the book Humility by Andrew
Murray, a Christian writer from the 19"
century whose teachings are just as
appropriate today as they were in his time.
Karyn Michels will be leading the class and
all are invited to attend this weekly study
that will meet every Monday for six weeks.
Advanced enrollment is appreciated in order
to place a book order for each participant.
The cost of enrollment is $10. Please call
the church office at 269-4411 to enroll or
Karyn directly at (920) 979-3956.

Missions

Sunday, January 28" is Church World
Service Sunday. CWS provides help for
victims of earthquakes, hurricanes, refugee
camps or wherever help is needed. Funds to
“The Tools of Hope” and “Blanket
Program” are undesignated and can be used
where most needed. Your help is needed
today.

Baby blankets are wanted for needy women
in “The Wisconsin Women and Infants”
project and also for babies in under-
developed countries. Blankets may be
crochet, knit, fleece or quilted. The size is
approximately 36” corner to corner. You
may write a prayer and enclose it in a
ziplock bag with the blanket. These
blankets will be taken to Annual Conference
in June.

~ Irene Hayes

has come to our attention that
some of you are wondering if and when we
will do another Madrigal. We are
considering performing in February around
Valentines Day. (Obviously we will change
to a new medieval theme.) This is a very
large undertaking requiring a major
commitment by those involved. If you are
interested in participating as an actor,
helping out in the kitchen, making costumes,
set design, singing or music there will be a
sign up sheet in the Narthex. If we have
enough interest we will make this special
event happen again. Please contact Will
Jewson with your comments or questions.

The Scholarship Fund

This fund is available to graduating seniors
that are going on to higher education. The
Education Committee reviews all applica-
tions. As with the other funds, only the
interest is used — the principal is not
touched.

~ Lois Towne




Inspirations and Devotions

A new 2006 devotions book compiled and
edited by Eunice Guell is now available for
$10. This is the third printing for American
Agri-Women.

The sections of interest are:

Devotions and Prayers
Inspirational Readings
Biblical Selections
We Love Our Country

Contact Eunice Guell at (920) 921-9370.
Make check out to American Agri-Women.

What’s New In The
Church Library?

~ Lorraine Zastrow

Have you ever had a desire to travel up
north to Alaska and learn more about those
people and their lifestyle, or perhaps even
live there? During these coming winter
months, for lack of something to do, you
might want to keep the home-fires burning
with an interesting book. RAISING
OURSELVES is an irresistible story of
growing up Gwich’in, an Indian tribe.
Author Velma Wallis tells her gritty and
sobering story of living off the land
chopping firewood, hauling water from the
river, hunting moose, catching salmon and
trapping furs. She also discovers that her
people have surrendered their language,
traditional values and religion to white
teachers and missionaries. Flu epidemics
claimed the lives of many loved ones.
Alcoholism is a way of life, especially when
the monthly government checks came, and
that is when the real pain and cruelty of
living with alcoholic parents comes out of
hiding. Oh yes, there were both happy and
sad days.

More about the author: Velma Wallis was
the sixth of thirteen children, and was born
in 1960. Her family lived in a two-room log
cabin in remote Fort Yukon. When she was
thirteen, her father died and she left school
to help her mother raise her younger
siblings. Years later, she moved to her
family’s traditional hunting land, a 12 mile
walk from the village. There she learned the
survival skills of hunting and trapping.

She loved to read and wrote down legends
as told by her mother. “The hardest thing
for me is to tell the story of my childhood,
about me and my loved ones which are not
flattering because they have caused me the
greatest pain.” She goes on to say, “How
can you write about a storm while you are
still in it?”

In her book she writes, “In sobriety, my
parents’ relationship was strange. They
were like business partners who happened to
have children together and each intended to
contribute a faire share to raising them.
They worked well side by side, cutting fish
or moose meat, or preparing other native
foods. While he trapped and worked
outdoors, she kept everything in working
order at home. But they rarely showed any
sign of affection for each other.”

“It was unfathomable to us why my mother
would not back down. One moment she was
lying in a heap on the floor, but as soon as
she recovered, she was like Muhammad Ali,
bouncing back up and challenging my father
all over again. “Hit me again, Pete!” she
taunted him over and over. We had to
pretend that we had not witnessed anything
out of the ordinary. It was a neat little trick,
one that we performed again and again.”
UMW Reading Program Category —
Nurturing for Community — 2005

Reading is a means of thinking with another
person’s mind; it forces you to stretch your
own. — Charles Scribner, Jr.

Just the knowledge that a good book is
awaiting one at the end of a long day makes
that day happier. — Kathleen Norris



Trinity Handbell
[CHINE News

December was a busy month for the
Handbell choir - starting with the Quartet
performing with the Fond du Lac Children's
Chorale. The full choir then performed for
the Soroptimist's Christmas party in
Brownsville, then played at the Mall and
again on Christmas Eve. We ended the
season with the Quartet playing for a funeral
at the Convent in Campbellsport.

WOW! | would like to thank all the
members of the Handbell choir for stepping
up at this busy time of year.

Next year we begin with a Handbell Festival
on Sunday, February 11 in Fond du Lac at
the Immanuel Trinity Lutheran Church's
Family Life Center. Please join us for this
event.

Bell rehearsals resume Jan. 3, 2007.
Have Happy New Year!

Diana Jewson
Handbell director
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| really thought I could do it. All I needed
was a little help to get started. Larry, my
husband, had died that spring and | wanted
to make one of our dreams come true... a
deck on the back of the house.

I approached my son, Ward. “Would you
help me build a deck?” I asked. Incredibly,
| meant it. | really thought I could do it
myself if he just helped me get the
foundation in. What gall; what naiveté!
Well, some of you know that Ward did build
that large, beautiful deck for me that
summer, coming to work on it after his own
day’s work was done, and finishing it just

before frost that fall. | was his gopher, his
“here, hold this” and probably his nuisance
from time to time. It has been and
continues to be a place of pleasure not only
for its serene surroundings, but also for the
contemplation of Ward’s many hours of
loving work.

But the point | want to make is that | thought
| could do it. I truly believed that | could. It
was that way when | contemplated doing,
not a Christmas Cantata, but a Christmas
mini-musical this year. | previewed three
and decided on “A 1940’s Christmas
Homecoming”. Of course the choir and a
few actors would be involved, | reasoned.
And when | put it to the choir, no one
objected, although some told me later they
doubted the wisdom of it.

But | was just as naive about that as | had
been about the deck. My first smart move
was to ask Tina to direct the drama end of
things. She accepted despite the load of
responsibility she already carried at work, at
church, and in the community. She began
immediately to cast the parts in her mind
and despite setbacks, she came up with a
remarkable cast who worked hard to make it
a smooth production.

Then there was lighting. How does one do
theater in a sanctuary? But with help and
ingenuity, she managed that as well as the
many sound challenges. | kept seeing new
faces on the “set” doing technical stuff to

P @ [vhich I'd given no thought. The simple

logistics of finding enough stage floor space
up there on the terraced chancel was met
with a “can-do” attitude. Costumes and
props were scavenged from Tina’s contacts.
Then we began involving you, the
congregation, as we asked for hard-to-find
items. Almost as an afterthought, Tina
suggested, and created programs.

And, as some of you know, it all came
together on the evening of December 10 and
I looked back with gratitude and some awe
at the energy and time spent to make it
meaningful. Once again, | realized that |
needed help ... lots of it.



So I use this opportunity to say “Thank you,
Tina, and to all who expended more time
and work than you had anticipated to make
the production worthy of its place in the
sanctuary.” And to all of you who
supported us with your presence and your
gifts, may it have been fully as inspirational
as a cantata might have been.
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We Welcome
Our New Members

Casey Buske —

Casey is married to husband Peter, and is
mom to Brett who is eight years old. She is
a radiological technologist and enjoys
triathlons and gardening, but most of all,
loves spending time with her family.

Scott & Teresa Flasch -

Scott and Teresa have one daughter,
Morgan who just turned one year old. Scott
is a residential/commercial painter and
Teresa is a professional photographer. They
enjoy outdoor activities such as fishing,
camping, and hiking.

Bob & Janet Hesprich -

Bob and Janet have two children,
Zachary (13) and Lindsay (8). Bob is an
auditor for Speedway/SuperAmerica
Convenience Stores and Janet works for
Wisconsin Auto Auction. They love to go
skiing, motorcycle riding, and just spend
time with family and friends. Zach enjoys
bowling, golf and acting, and Lindsay likes
soccer, basketball and bowling.

Todd & Donna Krider -

Todd and Donna also have two children,
Jacob (9) and Alexandria (7). Todd enjoys
working with the Boy Scouts, and Donna is
a Mary Kay Consultant. He enjoys fishing
and aquariums, and she likes to work out,
read, and work with the Girl Scouts.

Michelle Rosenkranz -
Michelle is married to husband Bill and
has one daughter, Stevie who is 12 years

old. She works part-time as an interior
decorator, primarily for realtors. She enjoys
art and spending time with her daughter.

Julie Scharschmidt -

Julie has been married to Bob for 8 years,
and they have two children Sydney (6) and
Nicholas (3). Julie is an Insurance
Commercial Underwriter for West Bend
Mutual, and she enjoys reading, spending
time at her Dad’s cottage, skiing,
watersports, and walking.

Brynne Schultz -

Brynne has two brothers, John and
Theran. She is a student at Lomira High
School and is a member of FBLA (Future
Business Leaders of America). She enjoys
cross country, reading and writing. She was
one of our Mission Trippers who went to
New Orleans this past summer, was on the
Vacation Bible School team there, and then
again here at our church upon return.

Jim Todl -

Jim has been married for two years to
wife Kasey, and together they have two twin
daughters, Sammy Joan and “Angel Tess.”
Jim is a second grade teacher at Addison
Elementary School, and has been teaching
for the past 14 years. He enjoys sports,
reading, and hanging out with family.

Darlene Westphal —

Darlene and her husband Charles have a
son Dustin (wife Tammy, and daughter
Taylor), a daughter Dr. Nicole Westphal-
Schleuter (Dr. Peter Schleuter), son Eric
(Brandy), and a son David. Darlene is a
Health Unit Coordinator for Physical
Therapy at St. Agnes Hospital in Fond du
Lac. She schedules all the therapy (P.T.,
O.T. and Speech) for the patients in the
hospital. She loves to sew, paint, sing, and
teach young and old about Jesus and His
love. Together with Pastor John, Darlene
teaches our 7" and 8" grade confirmation
classes.



21  Penny Beck
Paula Green
Mark Dahlinger

22  Sharon Dworshak

Taylor Klein

Look who’s having a 23

o Carolyn Krueger
B“'ﬂ‘day ! 24 Joseph Bialk
Erika Waas
January Birthdays 25  LaVerne Ehrhardt
Randy Faber
2 Kay Friedrich Norman Grantman
4 Reagan Rosenkranz Helen Muehlius
5 Kevin Beck 26 Jennifer Kindschuh
Ashley Strassman Savannah Thill
7 Henry Guell 27  Joanne Guay
Carisa Haefs Elijah Herring
Gwen Hinz Chris Kuen
Tony Schraufnagel Sarah Morgan
9 Todd Hayes Mae Seefeld
Vicki Schneider Robin Weeks
Duane Winter 29  Augie Luedtke
10  Paul Jewson 31  Kathy Mintner

Mark Lavarda
11 Dawn Faber
Mikayla Klein

Nicole Westphall Celebrati n (‘
12 John Hobbins An %nniv.e/éd@/ This Mang
13  Deana Bartels

Colton Renderman

15 Roger Clark January Anniversaries
Mary Kiehnau
Grant Renderman 6 Bob & Fran Coulter
Justin Straub _ 24 Victor & Lois Jewson
Mitchell Wroblewski 28  Kevin & Penny Beck
Nikki Zitlow 29  Henry & Eunice Guell

Richard Zitlow
16  Desiree Kiernan
18  Daniel Riehbrandt
19  Shari Buske
Della Grandman
Tom Morgan
20  Kadryn Kiernan
Melissa Poetzel



